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Marriage Philosophy  and Overview
At Edgewater Presbyterian Church, we believe that marriage is a gift from God. The Christian marriage ceremony is a service of worship held in God’s presence and asking God’s blessing upon the promises being made. All aspects of your wedding at Edgewater will reflect the religious nature of the service.

The wedding program has three principal elements: pastoral guidance, music direction, and pre-marital counseling.

A minister of our church will officiate at the wedding. The minister will plan the service in consultation with the bride and groom and the church’s music director. Pre-marital conferences will be scheduled with the officiating minister.

Wedding Arrangements 

If you are a member or actively involved with Edgewater Presbyterian Church or actively seeking a church home, we invite you to contact the church office (773-561-4748), and make the following arrangements:

1.
Speak with the Church Administrator, Cleo Baker. Pending availability, a temporary hold will be placed upon the date and time you have requested. This will not be confirmed until after you have met with the pastor, she has agreed to perform the ceremony, and your non-refundable deposit for the facility has been paid.  If the pastor is not available when you call, she will contact you to schedule a date to meet.
2.
When you meet with the pastor, the following areas will be discussed: the meaning of Christian marriage, church policies, and premarital conferences.

3.
After meeting with the pastor, place a non-refundable deposit of $100. Only at this point is your wedding date confirmed.

*Note: Weddings should be booked at least 10 weeks in advance.

Music Guidelines

Edgewater Presbyterian Church has a long tradition of quality music. The pastor will present the bride and groom with a fitting repertoire of music available for the wedding service. 

Options for vocalists/musicians will be discussed with the bride and groom. Once musicians are arranged, checks covering musician fees should be made out to the contracted musician(s) and sent to the church at the same time as the wedding fees (thirty [30] days prior to the wedding ceremony).

Some things  you should know
The primary use of the sanctuary is for congregational worship. The principal service is on Sunday morning. Liturgical cloths and banners may be in place at the time of a wedding. They will remain in place. Weddings should be planned accordingly. For example, evergreens hung during the Advent season, poinsettias at Christmas, or lilies in the Easter season will remain in place for all services, including weddings.

Candles

The church has two pair of candelabra for use free of charge. Couples must provide the candles and they should be of a quality, dripless variety.  If a couple desires a unity candle, they should provide both the candle and the holder. .

Church Access

The wedding party has access to the church building from three hours before until one hour after the conclusion of the wedding service. (As an example, if your wedding is at 7 p.m., you and deliveries pertaining to your wedding may have access to the church at 4 p.m.) If you need additional access, arrangements may be made with the pastor or Church Administrator for an additional fee.  

If the reception is held at the church, advance access remains the same. Three hours are allowed for the reception after the time of the wedding and one hour for cleanup. (For example, the reception of the 7 p.m. wedding would conclude at 10 p.m., and the caterer would vacate the building by 11 p.m.) 

Dressing Rooms

A bridal dressing room is the church parlor next to the sanctuary. Gowns and other items may not be left at the church prior to the allotted time for your wedding. 

The men in the wedding party may dress in room 204 and use the rest room next to it.
The Church is not responsible for lost or stolen articles. Caution should be used.

Flowers

All floral decoration should be kept simple and complement sanctuary decor. Flower arrangements should be discussed with the wedding assistant.

Flowers are to be arranged off-site from Edgewater Presbyterian Church and delivered up to three (3) hours prior to the wedding time.

Flower standards are not provided. The pulpit top may not be removed to form a pedestal for flowers. No wire, tape, or glue is allowed for attaching pew bows. Rubber bands and ribbon should be used for securing pew decorations. (There are 15 rows downstairs.)

City fire code dictates that no ribbon or fabric (e.g., tulle) be draped from pew to pew, blocking center aisle access. 

Aisle runners are not permitted.

It is helpful for florists to leave boxes behind for the pew decorations that are to leave the church with the wedding party. Florists may contact the church if there are questions regarding decorations for weddings at Edgewater Presbyterian Church.

If flowers are to be left for Sunday worship following the wedding, please notify the church office in advance.

Please give your florist a copy of the guidelines provided at the end of this booklet.

Gifts

Someone from the wedding party should be designated to oversee the removal of gifts brought to the church.

Invitations

Your wedding invitations should read:


Sanctuary of Edgewater Presbyterian Church


1020 W. Bryn Mawr Ave
Photography
The environment of the wedding service is one of worship. For this reason, flash photography in the sanctuary is for the processional and recessional, but not during the service.  Videotaping is permitted from the back or the balcony of the sanctuary.  The videographer should be informed of these expectations in advance, and may schedule an appointment prior to the wedding day to see the sanctuary, and be aware of rules and of lighting.
Photography and videotaping elsewhere in the building (including the dressing and waiting room areas) should conclude ten minutes before the wedding in order to give the bride and groom, their families, and the attendants time to prepare themselves in heart and mind for the service. 

No flash photography is permitted during the service by professionals or guests.

Please give your photographer/videographer a copy of the guidelines provided at the end of this booklet.

Receiving Lines

Unfortunately, the church cannot accommodate receiving lines at the back of the sanctuary or in the Narthex. The ensuing congestion violates city fire code.  For that reason, the receiving line should be planned for outdoors or at the reception.
Receptions

Receptions may be held at Edgewater Presbyterian Church and are scheduled through the church office. The church fellowship hall is the only area useable for receptions. The maximum capacity is 100 people (per fire code). Three (3) hours are allowed for the reception after the hour of the wedding and one (1) hour for cleanup. (See page 17 for a breakdown of fees.) 

Rice, Birdseed, Rose Petals, etc
For safety and maintenance reasons, we do not allow rice or birdseed or any other substances to be thrown inside or outside the church.  Rose petals are allowed.  Please check with the pastor or the building administrator if you are considering throwing an item in celebration of the new couple, to be sure that it is acceptable.  If you do not check in advance, you will be charged an additional janitorial fee.
Seating Capacity

The sanctuary seats 400.

Smoking/Alcohol

Smoking or drinking alcoholic beverages is not allowed in any part of the church at any time. 
Accessibility
The accessible/wheelchair entrance to the church is on the east side of the building off the alley.  The door is kept locked for security reasons, but the doorbell rings in the church office.  The sanctuary is accessible and an accessible washroom is located across from the Fellowship Hall.  
Wedding Fees*

A non-refundable deposit of $100 is required to confirm and hold your wedding date. This deposit will apply toward the total payment. Please consult the table on the following page for a breakdown of wedding fees. The remaining fees are payable in full thirty (30) days prior to your ceremony. Please make one check payable to Edgewater Presbyterian Church; include the date of the wedding on the check, and address the envelope to the attention of the Church Treasurer. 

For couples seeking to be married at Edgewater Presbyterian Church, at least one person must be a member of Edgewater Presbyterian Church for at least a year to have member rates.  


Member
Non-Member

Sanctuary
N.C.
$250
Custodian
$150
$150

Minister
N.C.
$200

Organist
$140
$140
            Soloist
$125
$125


Total
$415
$865
Members and non-members are charged $12/hour to provide for security staff during the wedding and the reception, if it is held at the church.

Reception*


Member
Non-Member

Fellowship Hall
$75.00
$200.00

Custodian
$100.00
$200.00


Total
$175.00
$400.00
Weddings  at

Edgewater Presbyterian Church

1020 W. Bryn Mawr Ave
Chicago IL
Please give your florist a copy of these guidelines.

Floral  Guidelines
The primary use of the sanctuary is for congregational worship. The principal service is on Sunday morning. Liturgical decorations may be in place at the time of a wedding. They will remain in place. Weddings should be planned accordingly. For example, greens hung during the Advent season, poinsettias at Christmas, or lilies in the Easter season will remain in place for all services, including weddings.

All floral decoration should be kept simple and complement sanctuary decor. Flower arrangements should be discussed with the wedding assistant.

Flowers are to be arranged off-site from Edgewater Presbyterian Church and delivered up to three (3) hours prior to the wedding time.

Flower standards are not provided. The pulpit top may not be removed to form a pedestal for flowers. No wire, tape, or glue is allowed for attaching pew bows. Rubber bands and ribbon should be used for securing pew decorations. (There are fifteen rows downstairs.)

City fire code dictates that no ribbon or fabric (e.g., tulle) be draped from pew to pew, blocking center aisle access. Aisle runners are not permitted.

It is helpful for florists to leave boxes behind for the pew decorations that are to leave the church with the wedding party. Florists may contact the wedding assistant if there are questions regarding decorations for weddings at First Presbyterian Church.

If flowers are to be left for Sunday worship following the wedding, please have the wedding assistant notify the church office in advance of the wedding day.

Candles

The church has a pair of candelabra for use free of charge.  The couple must provide quality, dripless candles.   City fire code forbids open candles and/or chimneys along the center aisles. Except for unity and memory candles, the church candelabra only may be used.

Weddings at

Edgewater Presbyterian Church

1020 W. Bryn Mawr Ave

Chicago IL

Please give your photographer and videographer a copy of these guidelines.

Photography Guidelines
The environment of the wedding service is one of worship. For this reason, photography and videotaping in the sanctuary are only permitted for the processional and recessional and immediately after the service.

Photography and videotaping elsewhere in the building (including the dressing and waiting room areas) should conclude ten minutes before the wedding in order to give the bride and groom, their families, and the attendants time to prepare themselves in heart and mind for the service. 

No flash photography is permitted during the service by professionals or guests.

Videotaping is permitted during the service from the back of the sanctuary or the balcony. This keeps the photographer from being a visible distraction to any wedding guests.

July 2008
